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LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 

 
 

ABERDEEN, 15 March 2023.  Minute of meeting of the LICENSING COMMITTEE.  

Present:  Councillor Al-Samarai, Convener; Councillor Delaney, Vice Convener; 
and Councillors Boulton, Clark, Fairfull, Farquhar, Graham, Henrickson, 

MacGregor, McLeod, Tissera and van Sweeden. 
 
 

The agenda and reports associated with this minute can be found here. 
 

Please note that if any changes are made to this minute at the point of 
approval, these will be outlined in the subsequent minute and this 
document will not be retrospectively altered. 

 
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND TRANSPARENCY STATEMENTS 
 
1. No declarations of interest or transparency statements were intimated. 

 
 
MINUTE OF PREVIOUS MEETING OF 25 JANUARY 2023 
 
2. The Committee had before it the minute of its previous meeting of 25 January 

2023, for approval.  
 
The Committee resolved:- 

to approve the minute. 
 

 
MINUTE OF MEETING OF THE TAXI AND PRIVATE HIRE CONSULTATION GROUP 
OF 8 FEBRUARY 2023, FOR NOTING 

 
3. The Committee had before it the minute of meeting of the Taxi and Private Hire 

Consultation Group of 8 February 2023, for noting. 
 
The Committee resolved:- 

to note the minute. 
 

 
COMMITTEE BUSINESS PLANNER 
 

4. The Committee had before it the Committee Business Planner as prepared by the 

Interim Chief Officer – Governance. 

 
The Committee resolved:- 

to note the business planner. 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE 

15 March 2023 
 

 
 

 

TAXI FARE REVIEW - REFERRAL FROM THE TAXI AND PRIVATE HIRE CAR 
CONSULTATION GROUP OF 8 FEBRUARY 2023 
 

5. The Committee had before it an extract of the minute of meeting of the Taxi and 

Private Hire Car Consultation Group of 8 February 2023, which provided details of a 

request by Mr Russell McLeod (Rainbow Taxis) to commence a Taxi Fare Review earlier 
than scheduled. 
 

The Consultation Group agreed to request that the Licensing Committee consider 
whether to accelerate a Taxi Fare Review at their next meeting in March 2023. 

 
The Committee resolved:- 

to agree with the request that a Taxi Fare Review commence in March 2023. 

 
 
RENEWAL OF A LICENCE FOR LANDLORD REGISTRATION - 75 DON STREET - 
ROBERT LOWRY-CORRY 
 

6. The Committee had before it a report by the Private Sector Housing Manager, 

which advised (a) that the Scottish Government’s ‘Prescribed Information’ legislation 
(The Private Landlord Registration (Information) (Scotland) Regulations 2019) had come 

into force on 16 September 2019; (b) that any landlord who applied to register or renew 
were required to declare they meet specific obligations and required applicants to be 

more explicit about their compliance with existing legal responsibilities in relation to 
property management and condition; and (c) that if an applicant did not declare within 
the Prescribed Information section that they hold the relevant certification, the application 

was placed on hold and the landlord would be contacted. 
 

The Committee heard from Jocelyn Janssen, Private Sector Housing Manager who 
advised that she had received no response from the applicant after numerous requests. 
 

The applicant was not in attendance, nor represented. 
 
The Committee resolved:- 

(i) to refuse the licence; and 
(ii) that in relation to Landlord Registration, to delegate authority to the Chief Officer 

– Early Intervention and Community Empowerment to refuse landlord registration 
applications where Landlords have failed to respond to three requests for 

Prescribed Information,  from the Private Sector Housing Manager. 
 
 
NEW LICENCE FOR LANDLORD REGISTRATION - SECOND FLOOR RIGHT, 7 
ELMBANK ROAD - JAMES WATT 

 
7. The Committee had before it a report by the Private Sector Housing Manager, 

which advised (a) that the Scottish Government’s ‘Prescribed Information’ legislation 

(The Private Landlord Registration (Information) (Scotland) Regulations 2019) had come 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE 

15 March 2023 
 

 
 

 

into force on 16 September 2019; (b) that any landlord who applied to register or renew 
were required to declare they meet specific obligations and required applicants to be 
more explicit about their compliance with existing legal responsibilities in relation to 

property management and condition; and (c) that if an applicant did not declare within 
the Prescribed Information section that they hold the relevant certification, the application 

was placed on hold and the landlord would be contacted. 
 
The Committee heard from Jocelyn Janssen, Private Sector Housing Manager who 

advised that she had received no response from the applicant after numerous requests. 
 

The applicant was not in attendance, nor represented. 
 
The Committee resolved:- 

to refuse the licence. 
 
 
NEW LICENCE FOR LANDLORD REGISTRATION - 244 GEORGE STREET - 
CAMERON EWART 

 
8. The Committee had before it a report by the Private Sector Housing Manager, 

which advised (a) that the Scottish Government’s ‘Prescribed Information’ legislation 

(The Private Landlord Registration (Information) (Scotland) Regulations 2019) had come 
into force on 16 September 2019; (b) that any landlord who applied to register or renew 

were required to declare they meet specific obligations and required applicants to be 
more explicit about their compliance with existing legal responsibilities in relation to 
property management and condition; and (c) that if an applicant did not declare within 

the Prescribed Information section that they hold the relevant certification, the application 
was placed on hold and the landlord would be contacted. 

 
The Committee heard from Jocelyn Janssen, Private Sector Housing Manager who 
advised that she had received no response from the applicant after numerous requests. 

 
The applicant was not in attendance, nor represented. 

 
The Committee resolved:- 

to refuse the licence. 

 
 
RENEWAL OF A LICENCE FOR A HOUSE IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION - 26 CRIMON 
PLACE 
 

9. The Committee were advised that the licence had been granted under delegated 

powers. 
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15 March 2023 
 

 
 

 

RENEWAL OF A LICENCE FOR A HOUSE IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION - 61 
SUNNYSIDE ROAD 
 

10. The Committee were advised that the licence had been granted under delegated 

powers. 

 
 
GRANT OF A PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT LICENCE - CAIRNCRY COMMUNITY 

CENTRE, FORESTERHIL ROAD - CAIRNCRY COMMUNITY CENTRE ASSOCIATION 
 

11. The Committee were advised that the licence had been granted under delegated 

powers.  
 

 
GRANT OF A PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT LICENCE - GET ACTIVE AT NORTHFIELD, 

KETTLEHILLS CRESCENT - SPORT ABERDEEN 
 
12. The Committee were advised that the licence had been granted under delegated 

powers. 
 

 
GRANT OF A STREET TRADER LICENCE - BEACH ESPLANADE EAST SIDE, 250M 
SOUTH OF LINKS ROAD SOUTH - DANIELLE SMITH, SWEET TOOTS CAKERY 

 
13. The Committee had before it an information note prepared by the interim Chief 

Officer – Governance, which advised that the application required to be determined by 
11 July 2023. 
 

Committee resolved:- 

(i) to instruct the Chief Officer – Governance to undertake a consultation process in 
relation to Street Trading at the Beach Esplanade and that a report on the results 

of the consultation be submitted to the Committee at its meeting on 28 June 2023; 
and 

(ii) to defer consideration of the application pending the results of the consultation, 
referred to above. 

 

 
GRANT OF A STREET TRADER LICENCE - BEACH ESPLANADE EAST SIDE, 240M 

SOUTH OF LINKS ROAD (SOUTH) - ABERDAM DUTCH FRIES 
 
14. The Committee had before it an information note prepared by the interim Chief 

Officer – Governance, which advised that the application required to be determined by 
28 August 2023. 
 
Committee resolved:- 

to defer consideration of the application pending the results of the Street Trading at the 

Beach consultation. (Article 13 above refers) 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE 

15 March 2023 
 

 
 

 

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 
 
The press and public were excluded from the meeting for consideration of 

the following items which contained confidential information in terms of 
Section 50A 3(b) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973. 

 
 

RENEWAL OF A LICENCE FOR LANDLORD REGISTRATION - AGENDA ITEM 10.1 

 
22. The Committee were advised that the application had been withdrawn. 

 
 
RENEWAL OF A TAXI DRIVER LICENCE - AGENDA ITEM 10.2 

 
23. The Committee had before it (1) an information note prepared by the Interim Chief 

Officer – Governance which advised that the application required to be considered by 4 
July 2023; (2) a letter from the Chief Superintendent, Police Scotland, c/o North East 
Division, dated 27 January 2022; and (3) a supporting statement for the applicant which 

had been circulated to members following the initial agenda circulation. 
 
The licence holder was in attendance, as was his union representative and both spoke 

in support of his application and responded to questions from members. 
 

Sergeant Neil Grant was in attendance and spoke in support of Police Scotland’s letter 
of representation. 
 

Both parties summed up. 
 
The Committee resolved:- 

to approve the licence. 
 

 
REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION FROM THE STREET KNOWLEDGE TEST - AGENDA 

ITEM 10.3 
 
24. The Committee had before it an information sheet prepared by the Interim Chief 

Officer – Governance, which advised that the applicant was seeking an exemption to the 
current Committee Policy which stated that all intended applicants for a Taxi Driver 

Licence must pass the street knowledge test before a grant of a licence can be submitted.  
 
The applicant was in attendance and spoke in support of his request. 

 
The Committee resolved:- 

to approve the request for exemption from the Street Knowledge Test. 
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15 March 2023 
 

 
 

 

RENEWAL OF A TAXI DRIVER LICENCE - AGENDA ITEM 10.4 
 
25. The Committee had before it an information sheet prepared by the Interim Chief 

Officer – Governance which advised that the application required to be considered by 27 
April 2023. 

 
As a preliminary matter, Sandy Munro, Legal Adviser indicated that there was an error in 
the information sheet and the application required to be considered by 27 July 2023. 

 
The licence holder was not in attendance, nor represented. 

 
The Committee resolved:- 

to refuse the licence. 

 
 
RENEWAL OF A TAXI DRIVER LICENCE - AGENDA ITEM 10.5 
 
26. The Committee had before it an information sheet prepared by the Interim Chief 

Officer – Governance which advised that the application required to be considered by 5 
April 2023. 
 

As a preliminary matter, Sandy Munro, Legal Adviser indicated that there was an error in 
the information sheet and the application required to be considered by 6 July 2023. 

 
The licence holder was in attendance and spoke in support of his application. 
 
The Committee resolved:- 

to defer consideration of the application to allow a medical report to be received and to 

agree that should a clear medical report be received, the interim Chief Officer - 
Governance could grant the licence under delegated powers, or otherwise that the 
application be referred to the next meeting of the Committee. 

 
 
VALEDICTORY 
 
27. The Committee were advised that this would be Arlene Dunbar’s (Paralegal, 

Licensing Team) last meeting before she commences her new job outwith the Council. 
 
The Committee resolved:- 

to thank Arlene Dunbar for her 19 years of service and to wish her well in her new job. 
- COUNCILLOR GILL AL-SAMARAI, Convener 
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TAXI AND PRIVATE HIRE CAR CONSULTATION GROUP 
 
 

ABERDEEN, 5 April 2023.  Minute of Meeting of the TAXI AND PRIVATE HIRE 

CAR CONSULTATION GROUP.  Present:-  Councillor Al-Samarai, Chairperson; 
and Councillors Clark, Delaney and van Sweeden (as substitute for Councillor 

Henrickson); and Adam Catto (Independent Driver), Chris Douglas (Aberdeen 
Taxis), Stewart Duncan (Airport Taxis), Russell McLeod (Rainbow City Taxis), Luke 
Hulse (Independent Driver) and Hussein Patwa (Disability Equity Partnership). 

 
In attendance:- PC Ian Duthie (Police Scotland), John Weir (Fleet Manager, 

Operations), Sandy Munro, Dave McKane and Daniel Wright (Licensing and 
Planning Team), Jon Henderson and Margaret Davidson (Taxi Marshalls, SGL) and 
Mark Masson and Gogo Okafor (Committee Services)  

 
 

WELCOME AND APOLOGIES 
 
1. The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting, particularly Mr Hussein Patwa who 

was attending his first meeting as the representative from the Disability Equity 
Partnership. 

 
An apology for absence was intimated on behalf of Councillor Henrickson. 
 

 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST OR TRANSPARENCY STATEMENTS 
 

2. There were no declarations of interest or transparency statements intimated. 

 

 
MINUTE OF PREVIOUS MEETING OF 8 FEBRUARY 2023 - FOR APPROVAL 
 

3. The Consultation Group had before it the minute of its previous meeting of 

8 February 2023. 

 
The Consultation Group resolved:- 

to approve the minute as a correct record. 

 
 
UPDATE ON ROADS ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING - VYCKI RITSON 
 
4. The Consultation Group had before it an update by Vycki Ritson, Traffic 

Management and Development Team Leader in relation to Signage at a Taxi Rank and 
the TECA Taxi Rank as follows:- 

 
(1)  Signage at Taxi Rank 
 

With reference to article 10(i) of the minute of the previous meeting of 8 February 2023, 
it was noted that the Taxi rank signs were to be reviewed, standardised and revised 

however there had not been a resource available to carry out the work as yet. This would 
likely take another couple of months. 
 

(2)  TECA Taxi Rank 
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TAXI AND PRIVATE HIRE CAR CONSULTATION GROUP 

5 April 2023 
 
 

 
 
 

 
With reference to article 11 of the minute of the previous meeting of 8 February 2023, it 

was noted that discussions were ongoing regarding the site operation for major events. 
 
A review would be carried out of the ‘gig n go’, taxi stance and drop off/pick up provisions 

within the site with changes being considered. Actions from this review may require 
planning permission or amendments to existing planning permissions. 

 
The Consultation Group resolved:- 

to note the update provided. 

 
 
TAXI MARSHALLS PRESENTATION - ROLE & LOCATIONS 
 
5. The Consultation Group received a presentation from Mr Jon Henderson, Area 

Manager, SGL in relation to the service provided by the Taxi Marshalls in Aberdeen City 
centre. 

 
Mr Henderson provided an overview of the service advising that the Taxi Marshalls were 
located on four key areas on Union Street, Fridays and Saturdays between midnight and 

4am, working in conjunction with the Street Pastors and Police Scotland to aid the night 
time economy and to help people to return home safely. 

 
Mr Henderson responded to questions from members and the following was noted:- 

 that communication from the Council, Taxi Marshalls, Police Scotland and the Taxi 

Operators was key to ensure that people and taxi drivers do not use the side street 
ranks after midnight; 

 that Taxi Marshalls could be positioned at side street taxi ranks providing advice 
to people to use the night-time ranks;  

 that there was good communication between the police and Taxi Marshalls with 
frequent police patrols and drop-ins at the taxi ranks; and 

 that a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) was being investigated to prohibit taxis from 

stopping at the side street taxi ranks after midnight, although it was noted that a 
delay to proceed with this was likely due to a temporary TRO and the ongoing 

works in and around the city centre. 
 
The Consultation Group resolved:- 

(i) to note that PC Ian Duthie would liaise with colleagues during the Weekend Police 
Briefings in relation to assisting the Taxi Marshalls by deploying officers earlier to 

ensure people were not queuing at the side street taxi ranks after midnight;  
(ii) to request that Vycki Ritson provide an update on the TRO for side street Taxi 

Ranks at the next meeting; and  

(iii) to otherwise thank Jon Henderson and Margaret Davidson for attending the 
meeting today. 
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TAXI AND PRIVATE HIRE CAR CONSULTATION GROUP 

5 April 2023 
 
 

 
 
 

 
DEMONSTRATION OF SAFEKAB APPLICATION- CHRIS DOUGLAS 

 
6. The Consultation Group received a presentation from Chris Douglas and Gavin 

Johnson in relation to the Safekab Application. 

 
Members observed two video demonstrations of the Safekab booking platform  which 

provided a service to passengers and drivers, during which the following was noted:- 

 that there were many passenger and driver safety features associated with the 
Application, including a unique 3-digit code being issued to the passenger when 

they book a taxi, which would then be shown to the driver to ensure they get into 
the correct taxi; 

 that funds could be added to the account at anytime and passengers could choose 
their preferred driver; 

 that passengers could share their journey information with family and friends; 

 that there was an SOS button and a SafeWalk feature; 

 that there were potential revenue streams for taxi operators with no running costs, 

including 100% automation; and 

 that drivers could choose the fare and communicate and locate customers. 

 
Chris and Gavin responded to a number of questions in relation to the various features, 

technical and software aspects of the Safekab Application including data protection 
issues, integration with taxi despatch systems and taxi driver opt-in process. 
 

Gavin Johnson explained that the application had been in use in Inverness for 
approximately one month and had been well received by passengers and drivers, noting 

that PubWatch and the University had also been advertising the use of the App in their 
premises. 
 
The Consultation Group resolved:- 

(i) to thank Chris Douglas and Gavin Johnson for their presentation and 

demonstration of the useful taxi booking application; and 
(ii) that an update on the roll-out and use of the Safekab Application in Aberdeen be 

provided to the meeting on 6 December 2023. 

 
 
ENFORCEMENT REPORT 
 
7. The Consultation Group had before it for consideration, the Enforcement Officer’s 

report which provided details relating to Taxi/Private Hire Car issues and information. 
 

Mr Dave McKane highlighted the main issues from his report, making reference to (a) 
current numbers of licensed vehicles and drivers; (b) the street knowledge test statistics 
during the period 1 February to 31 March 2023; and (c) the Taxi Fare Review. 
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TAXI AND PRIVATE HIRE CAR CONSULTATION GROUP 

5 April 2023 
 
 

 
 
 

During discussion the following was noted:- 

 that the taxi trade members of this group had been asked to respond with 

proposals they may have regarding the Taxi Fare Review by 14 April 2023 in order 
that these could be considered by the Licensing Committee at their meeting on 3 
May 2023, along with the calculations from the Taxi Fare Review formula; 

 that there were concerns raised by the Taxi Trade in relation to the length of time 
that applicants awaited for a Street Knowledge Test appointment; 

 that there were concerns raised in relation to the issuing of Taxi and Private Hire 
Driver ID badges, noting that badges have not been issued for three years; and 

 that there were 6 or 7 Street Knowledge Tests undertaken per week, which 
excluded re-sits which were dealt with separately. 

 

With reference to (1) the issuing of the ID badges, it was noted that this service was 
provided by another Team within the Council and efforts to re-commence this had been 

referred to the appropriate Manager; and (2) Street Knowledge Tests, it was noted that 
officers were looking at ways to reduce waiting times for applicants. 
 
The Consultation Group resolved:- 

(i) to note the report and the information provided; and 

(ii) to note that the Chairperson would liaise with the appropriate officers to expedite 
actions relating to (1) and (2) above. 

 

 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING- 4 OCTOBER 2023 

 
8. The Consultation Group had before it the date of its next meeting, which was 

scheduled to be held on 4 October 2023. 

 
The Chairperson proposed that the meeting be rescheduled to be held on 30 August 

2023. 
 
The Consultation Group resolved:- 

that the next meeting be held on 30 August 2023 at 10.00am in the Town House. 
- COUNCILLOR GILL AL-SAMARAI, Chairperson 
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Report Title
Minute Reference/Committee Decision or Purpose 

of Report
Update Report Author Chief Officer Directorate

Terms of 

Reference 

Number

Delayed or 

Recommende

d for removal 

or transfer, 

enter either D, 

R, or T

Explanation if delayed, 

removed or transferred 

3 May 2023

Taxi Fare Review 2023 To provide the Committee with evidence from the taxi 

fare tariff calculator that will allow it to reach an 

informed decision on any changes to be made to the 

current taxi fare tariff and comply with its duty to review 

taxi fares under section 17 of the Civic Government 

(Scotland) Act 1982

Sandy Munro Governance Commissioning 17.3

28 June 2023

Street Trading at Beach - 

Consultation Feedback

The Licensing Committee on 15/3/23 agreed to instruct 

the Chief Officer – Governance to undertake a 

consultation process in relation to Street Trading at the 

Beach Esplanade and that a report on the results of the 

consultation be submitted to the Committee at its 

meeting on 28 June 2023

Sandy Munro Governance Commissioning 17.3

6 September 2023

Taxi Driver Training Licensing Committee 19/2/19 agreed to instruct the 

Chief Officer – Governance to continue to investigate 

training programmes for taxi and private hire drivers 

and report back to the Committee in this regard as and 

when appropriate.

Sandy Munro Governance Commissioning 17.3

Taxi Fleet Composition The Licensing Committee on 15/3/23 agreed that a 

report on the options for a mixed taxi fleet be brought to 

Committee at its meeting on 6 September 2023

Sandy Munro Governance Commissioning 17.3

28 June 2023

8 November 2023

LICENSING COMMITTEE BUSINESS PLANNER                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

The Business Planner details the reports which have been instructed by the Committee as well as reports which the Functions expect to be submitting.
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A B C D E F G H I

Report Title
Minute Reference/Committee Decision or Purpose 

of Report
Update Report Author Chief Officer Directorate

Terms of 

Reference 

Number

Delayed or 

Recommende

d for removal 

or transfer, 

enter either D, 

R, or T

Explanation if delayed, 

removed or transferred 

11

12

13

14

Annual Committee 

Effectiveness Report

To present the Annual Committee Effectiveness Report Mark Masson Governance Commissioning GD 8.5

Taxi Demand Survey 

(including Review of Taxi 

Ranks)

The Committee on 6/9/22 agreed to defer the Taxi 

Demand survey for a period of 12 months. The survey 

will be instructed within that period and the results 

reported to committee on 8 November.

The Committee on 26/10/21 agreed to instruct the 

Sandy Munro Governance Commissioning 17.3

The Committee on 6/9/22 

agreed to defer the Taxi 

Demand survey for a 

period of 12 months. The 

survey will be instructed 

2024/TBC

DATE DATE DATE

Review of the Short Term 

Lets Policy

The Committee on 06/09/22 agreed that a review of the 

policy be undertaken 12 months from the 

implementation date (1 October 2022).

Due early 2024 Jocelyn 

Janssen

Early 

Intervention and 

Community 

Empowerment

Customer 17.3
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Date by which 
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determined (date 

order) 

Page 

Number 

HMO Application 

(Renewal) 

Chi Kong Rigas 

Wan 

+ 

Ching Wai Cheng 

Flat B, 30 
Sunnybank Road, 
Aberdeen 

HMO Unit 09 May 2023 19-20 

HMO Application 

(New) 

Kingdom Property 

Investments Ltd 

+ 

Winchesters 
Lettings 

Attic Floor Flat, 5 

Calsayseat Road, 
Aberdeen 

HMO Unit 19 May 2023 21-22 

HMO Application 

(New) 

Adam Bonney 12 Faulds Gate, 

Aberdeen 

HMO Unit 06 June 2023 23-24 

HMO Application 

(New) 

Scott Forrester 

+ 

Stewart Property 

Services 

625 King Street, 
Aberdeen 

HMO Unit 13 June 2023 25-26 

HMO Application 

(New) 

Pantone300 

Properties Ltd 

+ 

Winchesters 

Lettings 

 

188 Great 
Western Road, 

Aberdeen 

HMO Unit 14 June 2023 27-30 

Variation of Second-

Hand Dealer’s Licence 

 

Cex Limited 46 Union Street, 
Aberdeen 

Police 27 November 2023 31-34 
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Application Name of 

Applicant & 
Agent 

Premises of which 

application refers 

Representations 

received  

Date by which 

application to be 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET  

03 May 2023 

 

Public Application 

 

 
TYPE OF APPLICATION: HMO LICENCE APPLICATION (RENEWAL) 

APPLICANT: CHI KONG RIGAS WAN 

ADDRESS: FLAT B, 30 SUNNYBANK ROAD, ABERDEEN  

AGENT: CHING WAI CHENG 

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

At the date of drafting this Information Note, a new HMO licence cannot be granted 

for the reason that certification requirements to bring the property up to the current 
HMO standard has not been completed. The meeting of the Licensing Committee 

on 03 May 2023, is the last meeting before the one-year statutory deadline for 
determining this HMO licence application therefore if the property is still unsuitable 
for occupation as an HMO by the day of the Committee, and the Committee are 

minded to refuse the application, they must do so at the meeting on 03 May 2023. I 
will advise the Committee whether the applicant has satisfactorily completed the 

necessary certification requirements. 
 

DESCRIPTION  

The property at Flat B, No.30 Sunnybank Road, Aberdeen, is a ground floor flat 

with 3 bedrooms, lounge, kitchen and bathroom. The applicant has requested an 
occupancy of 3 tenants, which is acceptable in terms of space and layout.     

 

CONSULTEES 

 Police Scotland  
 Scottish Fire & Rescue Service 

  A public Notice of HMO Application was displayed outside the building for 
the 21-day statutory period, alerting the general public to the HMO licence 

application.  
 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS  

 Police Scotland – no objections 

 Scottish Fire & Rescue Service – no objections 
 General public – no objections 
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COMMITTEE GUIDELINES/POLICY 

All applications for HMO licences are dealt with in accordance with the Scottish 

Government’s document: 
‘Licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation: Statutory Guidance for Scottish Local 

Authorities’ 
 

GROUNDS FOR REFUSAL 

This application is being dealt with under the provisions of Part 5 of the Housing 

(Scotland) Act 2006, as amended. Available grounds of refusal are as follows: 
1) The applicant and/or agent is not considered to be a ‘fit & proper’ person to 

hold an HMO licence, and 
2) The property is unsuitable for occupation as an HMO for one, some or all of 

the following reasons: 

i) Its location 
ii) Its condition 

iii) Any amenities it contains 
iv) The type & number of persons likely to occupy it 
v) Whether any rooms within it have been subdivided 

vi) Whether any rooms within it have been adapted, resulting in an alteration 
to the water & drainage pipes within it 

vii) The safety & security of persons likely to occupy it 
viii) The possibility of undue public nuisance   

 
 

  OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

 

 The applicant is registered as a landlord with this Council and his 
registration does include Flat B, No.30 Sunnybank Road. 

 
The Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour Investigation Team (ASBIT) has no 

record of any complaints of anti-social behaviour involving the tenants of 
Flat B, No.30 Sunnybank Road 
 

 The extent of the above-mentioned certification requirements is as follows: 
.  

1) The following documentation to be submitted for inspection: 

 PAT Test Report 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET  

03 May 2023 

 

Public Application 

 

 
TYPE OF APPLICATION: HMO LICENCE APPLICATION (NEW) 

APPLICANT: KINGDOM PROPERTY INVESTMENTS LIMITED 

ADDRESS: ATTIC FLOOR FLAT, 5 CALSAYSEAT ROAD, ABERDEEN  

AGENT: WINCHESTERS LETTINGS 

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

At the date of drafting this Information Note, a new HMO licence cannot be granted 

for the reason that work requirements to bring the property up to the current HMO 
standard has not been completed. The meeting of the Licensing Committee on 03 

May 2023, is the last meeting before the one-year statutory deadline for 
determining this HMO licence application therefore if the property is still unsuitable 
for occupation as an HMO by the day of the Committee, and the Committee are 

minded to refuse the application, they must do so at the meeting on 03 May 2023. I 
will advise the Committee whether the applicant has satisfactorily completed the 

necessary work requirements. 
 

DESCRIPTION  

The property at No.5 Calsayseat Road, Aberdeen, is an attic floor flat with 3 

bedrooms, lounge, kitchen and bathroom. The applicant has requested an 
occupancy of 3 tenants, which is acceptable in terms of space and layout.     

 

CONSULTEES 

 Police Scotland  
 Scottish Fire & Rescue Service 

  A public Notice of HMO Application was displayed outside the building for 
the 21-day statutory period, alerting the general public to the HMO licence 

application.  
 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS  

 Police Scotland – no objections 

 Scottish Fire & Rescue Service – no objections 
 General public – no objections 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 21

Agenda Item 8.2



COMMITTEE GUIDELINES/POLICY 

All applications for HMO licences are dealt with in accordance with the Scottish 

Government’s document: 
‘Licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation: Statutory Guidance for Scottish Local 

Authorities’ 
 

GROUNDS FOR REFUSAL 

This application is being dealt with under the provisions of Part 5 of the Housing 

(Scotland) Act 2006, as amended. Available grounds of refusal are as follows: 
1) The applicant and/or agent is not considered to be a ‘fit & proper’ person to 

hold an HMO licence, and 
2) The property is unsuitable for occupation as an HMO for one, some or all of 

the following reasons: 

i) Its location 
ii) Its condition 

iii) Any amenities it contains 
iv) The type & number of persons likely to occupy it 
v) Whether any rooms within it have been subdivided 

vi) Whether any rooms within it have been adapted, resulting in an alteration 
to the water & drainage pipes within it 

vii) The safety & security of persons likely to occupy it 
viii) The possibility of undue public nuisance   

 
 

  OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

 

 The applicant is registered as a landlord with this Council and his 
registration includes No.5 Calsayseat Road. 

 

 The Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour Investigation Team (ASBIT) has no 

record of any complaints of anti-social behaviour involving the tenants of 
No.5 Calsayseat Road. 
 

 The extent of the above-mentioned certification requirements is as follows: 
.  

1) All faulty/missing light bulbs must be immediately replaced. In this regard 
the bathroom light requires attention.  

2) All room and final exit door locks must be capable of being opened from 
the inside, without the use of a key. Any door lock not normally in use 
must be permanently disabled. In this regard a lock with a turn button 

would be suitable on the final exit doors and also bedroom doors if they 
are to be fitted with locks. In this regard the front door requires the 

mortice bolt to be disabled or removed. 
3) All self-closing doors must be capable of closing fully against their stops 

from all angles of swing and latch off when closed. In this regard the 

doors to Bedrooms 1,2,3 and the lounge require adjustment. 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET  

03 May 2023 

 

Public Application 

 

 
TYPE OF APPLICATION: HMO LICENCE APPLICATION (NEW) 

APPLICANT: ADAM BONNEY 

ADDRESS: 12 FAULDS GATE, ABERDEEN  

AGENT: NONE 

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

At the date of drafting this Information Note, a new HMO licence cannot be granted 

for the reason that certification requirements to bring the property up to the current 
HMO standard has not been completed. The meeting of the Licensing Committee 

on 03 May 2023, is the last meeting before the one-year statutory deadline for 
determining this HMO licence application therefore if the property is still unsuitable 
for occupation as an HMO by the day of the Committee, and the Committee are 

minded to refuse the application, they must do so at the meeting on 03 May 2023. I 
will advise the Committee whether the applicant has satisfactorily completed the 

necessary certification requirements. 
 

DESCRIPTION  

The property at No.12 Faulds Gate, Aberdeen, is an upper flat with 3 bedrooms, 

lounge, kitchen and bathroom. The applicant has requested an occupancy of 3 
tenants, which is acceptable in terms of space and layout.     

 

CONSULTEES 

 Police Scotland  
 Scottish Fire & Rescue Service 

  A public Notice of HMO Application was displayed outside the building for 
the 21-day statutory period, alerting the general public to the HMO licence 

application.  
 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS  

 Police Scotland – no objections 

 Scottish Fire & Rescue Service – no objections 
 General public – no objections 
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COMMITTEE GUIDELINES/POLICY 

All applications for HMO licences are dealt with in accordance with the Scottish 

Government’s document: 
‘Licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation: Statutory Guidance for Scottish Local 

Authorities’ 
 

GROUNDS FOR REFUSAL 

This application is being dealt with under the provisions of Part 5 of the Housing 

(Scotland) Act 2006, as amended. Available grounds of refusal are as follows: 
1) The applicant and/or agent is not considered to be a ‘fit & proper’ person to 

hold an HMO licence, and 
2) The property is unsuitable for occupation as an HMO for one, some or all of 

the following reasons: 

i) Its location 
ii) Its condition 

iii) Any amenities it contains 
iv) The type & number of persons likely to occupy it 
v) Whether any rooms within it have been subdivided 

vi) Whether any rooms within it have been adapted, resulting in an alteration 
to the water & drainage pipes within it 

vii) The safety & security of persons likely to occupy it 
viii) The possibility of undue public nuisance   

 
 

  OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

 

 The applicant is registered as a landlord with this Council and his 
registration does not yet include No.12 Faulds Gate. 

 

 The Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour Investigation Team (ASBIT) has no 

record of any complaints of anti-social behaviour involving the tenants of No. 
No.12 Faulds Gate. 
 

 The extent of the above-mentioned certification requirements is as follows: 
.  

1) The following documentation to be submitted for inspection: 

 Electrical Installation Condition Report, which meets the requirements 

of BS 7671 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET  

03 May 2023 

 

Public Application 

 

 
TYPE OF APPLICATION: HMO LICENCE APPLICATION (NEW) 

APPLICANT: SCOTT FORRESTER 

ADDRESS: 625 KING STREET, ABERDEEN  

AGENT: STEWART PROPERTY SERVICES 

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

At the date of drafting this Information Note, a new HMO licence cannot be granted 

for the reason that certification requirements to bring the property up to the current 
HMO standard has not been completed. The meeting of the Licensing Committee 

on 03 May 2023, is the last meeting before the one-year statutory deadline for 
determining this HMO licence application therefore if the property is still unsuitable 
for occupation as an HMO by the day of the Committee, and the Committee are 

minded to refuse the application, they must do so at the meeting on 03 May 2023. I 
will advise the Committee whether the applicant has satisfactorily completed the 

necessary certification requirements. 
 

DESCRIPTION  

The property at No.625 King Street, Aberdeen, is an end-terraced 2 storey property 

with 4 bedrooms, lounge, kitchen, bathroom and shower room. The applicant has 
requested an occupancy of 4 tenants, which is acceptable in terms of space and 
layout.     

 

CONSULTEES 

 Police Scotland  

 Scottish Fire & Rescue Service 
  A public Notice of HMO Application was displayed outside the building for 

the 21-day statutory period, alerting the general public to the HMO licence 
application.  

 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS  

 Police Scotland – no objections 
 Scottish Fire & Rescue Service – no objections 

 General public – no objections 
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COMMITTEE GUIDELINES/POLICY 

All applications for HMO licences are dealt with in accordance with the Scottish 
Government’s document: 

‘Licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation: Statutory Guidance for Scottish Local 
Authorities’ 

 

GROUNDS FOR REFUSAL 

This application is being dealt with under the provisions of Part 5 of the Housing 
(Scotland) Act 2006, as amended. Available grounds of refusal are as follows: 

1) The applicant and/or agent is not considered to be a ‘fit & proper’ person to 
hold an HMO licence, and 

2) The property is unsuitable for occupation as an HMO for one, some or all of 

the following reasons: 
i) Its location 

ii) Its condition 
iii) Any amenities it contains 
iv) The type & number of persons likely to occupy it 

v) Whether any rooms within it have been subdivided 
vi) Whether any rooms within it have been adapted, resulting in an alteration 

to the water & drainage pipes within it 
vii) The safety & security of persons likely to occupy it 
viii) The possibility of undue public nuisance   

 
 

  OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

 

 The applicant is registered as a landlord with this Council and his 

registration includes No.625 King Street. 
 

 The Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour Investigation Team (ASBIT) has no 
record of any complaints of anti-social behaviour involving the tenants of No. 

No.625 King Street. 
 

 The extent of the above-mentioned certification requirements is as follows: 

.  
1) The following documentation to be submitted for inspection: 

 Electrical Installation Condition Report, which meets the requirements 

of BS 7671 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET  

03 May 2023 

 

Public Application 

 

 
TYPE OF APPLICATION: HMO LICENCE APPLICATION (NEW) 

APPLICANT: PANTONE300 PROPERTIES LIMITED 

ADDRESS: 188 GREAT WESTERN ROAD, ABERDEEN  

AGENT: WINCHESTERS LETTINGS 

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

At the date of drafting this Information Note, a new HMO licence cannot be granted 

for the reason that work and certification requirements to bring the property up to 
the current HMO standard has not been completed. The meeting of the Licensing 

Committee on 03 May 2023, is the last meeting before the one-year statutory 
deadline for determining this HMO licence application therefore if the property is 
still unsuitable for occupation as an HMO by the day of the Committee, and the 

Committee are minded to refuse the application, they must do so at the meeting on 
03 May 2023. I will advise the Committee whether the applicant has satisfactorily 

completed the necessary work and certification requirements. 
 

DESCRIPTION  

The property at No.188 Great Western Road, Aberdeen, is a double upper flat with 

4 bedrooms with no communal kitchen or lounge. Two bedrooms have separate 
individual kitchen rooms and the other two have large bedrooms with inbuilt kitchen 
areas. There is also a communal bathroom. The applicant has requested an 

occupancy of 5 tenants, which is acceptable in terms of space and layout.     
 

CONSULTEES 

 Police Scotland  
 Scottish Fire & Rescue Service 

  A public Notice of HMO Application was displayed outside the building for 
the 21-day statutory period, alerting the general public to the HMO licence 
application.  

 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS  

 Police Scotland – no objections 

 Scottish Fire & Rescue Service – no objections 
 General public – no objections 
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COMMITTEE GUIDELINES/POLICY 

All applications for HMO licences are dealt with in accordance with the Scottish 

Government’s document: 
‘Licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation: Statutory Guidance for Scottish Local 

Authorities’ 
 

GROUNDS FOR REFUSAL 

This application is being dealt with under the provisions of Part 5 of the Housing 

(Scotland) Act 2006, as amended. Available grounds of refusal are as follows: 
1) The applicant and/or agent is not considered to be a ‘fit & proper’ person to 

hold an HMO licence, and 
2) The property is unsuitable for occupation as an HMO for one, some or all of 

the following reasons: 

i) Its location 
ii) Its condition 

iii) Any amenities it contains 
iv) The type & number of persons likely to occupy it 
v) Whether any rooms within it have been subdivided 

vi) Whether any rooms within it have been adapted, resulting in an alteration 
to the water & drainage pipes within it 

vii) The safety & security of persons likely to occupy it 
viii) The possibility of undue public nuisance   

 
 

  OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

 

 The applicant is registered as a landlord with this Council and the 
registration includes No.188 Great Western Road. 

 

 The Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour Investigation Team (ASBIT) has no 

record of any complaints of anti-social behaviour involving the tenants of No. 
No.188 Great Western Road. 
 

 The extent of the above-mentioned certification requirements is as follows: 
.  

1) If the new central heating system is commissioned and in use before the 
HMO licence is granted, then a Carbon Monoxide Detector (operated by 

a long - life sealed battery) must be installed in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s instructions. 

2) All portable heaters must be permanently removed from the premises. 

3) All self-closing doors must be capable of closing fully against their stops 
from all angles of swing and must latch off when closed. 

4) The safety locking chain must be removed from the door frame at 
bedroom number 2. 

5) If the current situation is to remain where cooking facilities are provided 

in either the bedrooms or in a room adjacent, then the Statutory 
Guidance requirements must be met. 
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6) The door post at bedroom number 4 requires being repaired. 
7) A window in each room must be capable of being easily opened for 

ventilation. In this regard the windows in bedroom number 2 require 
attention. They have all been taped shut. 

8) Any Damp/Mould growth should be treated with an anti-fungicidal wash 
as per manufactures instructions. The affected areas should then be 
coated with an anti-fungicidal paint and then decorated. In this regard the 

mould at the window area of bedroom number 2 requires being treated. 
The bathroom ceiling also requires attention. 

 
9) The following documentation to be submitted for inspection: 

 Electrical Installation Condition Report, which meets the requirements 

of BS 7671 

 Notice of HMO Application - Certificate of Compliance 

 Gas Safety Certificate, detailing all gas appliances and carbon 

monoxide detectors (annually).   

 Itemised Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) Certificates, for all 

electrical appliances provided by the owner (annually).   

 Private Residential Tenancy Agreement, an anti- social behaviour 

clause must be detailed.  
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET  

3 MAY 2023 

 
TYPE OF APPLICATION: Variation of Second-Hand Dealer’s Licence  

APPLICANT: Cex Ltd    

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

Application must be determined by 27/11/2023 
 

DESCRIPTION  

Variation of second-hand dealer’s licence. 
The applicant is requesting for condition 3 on the licence to be removed. Condition 

3 provides that the licence holder shall keep all articles in his shop or other place 

where his ordinary business is carried on. He shall not dispose of any articles 

acquired by him except goods bought at auction until the expiry of 48 hours 

(excluding any time on Saturdays and Sundays) after the date on which it shall 

appear from his books or electronic records that such articles have been 

purchased or received.  

Letter of objection received from Police Scotland in response to the applicant’s 

application for the grant of the variation to the licence. 

 

CONSULTEES 

 Police Scotland 

 Trading Standards 
 

 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS  

 Police  

 
It is a condition that a second-hand dealer’s licence holder shall keep all articles in 
his shop or other place where his ordinary business is carried on. He shall not 

dispose of any articles acquired by him except goods bought at auction until the 
expiry of 48 hours (excluding any time on Saturdays and Sundays) after the date 

on which it shall appear from his books or electronic records that such articles have 
been purchased or received. 

  

    GROUNDS FOR REFUSAL 

A licensing authority shall refuse an application to grant or renew a licence if, in 

their opinion— 

(a)the applicant or, where the applicant is not a natural person, any director of it or 

partner in it or any other person responsible for its management, is either— 
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(i)for the time being disqualified from holding a licence, or 

(ii)not a fit and proper person to be the holder of the licence; 

(b)the activity to which it relates would be managed by or carried on for the benefit 

of a person, other than the applicant, who would be refused the grant or renewal of 

such a licence if he made the application himself; 

(c)where the licence applied for relates to an activity consisting of or including the 

use of premises or a vehicle or vessel, those premises are not or, as the case may 

be, that vehicle or vessel is not suitable or convenient for the conduct of the activity 

having regard to— 

(i)the location, character or condition of the premises or the character or condition 

of the vehicle or vessel; 

(ii)the nature and extent of the proposed activity; 

(iii)the kind of persons likely to be in the premises, vehicle or vessel; 

(iv)the possibility of undue public nuisance; or 

(v)public order or public safety; or 

(d)there is other good reason for refusing the application; 

and otherwise shall grant the application. 
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OFFICIAL 

 

 
OFFICIAL 

7 March 2023   
 

Your Ref:  
 
Our Ref: 704219 

 
Licensing Team  

Legal Services Governance 
Aberdeen City Council 
Marischal College 

Broad Street 
Aberdeen 

AB10 1AB 

 
 

North East Division 
Marischal College 

Broad Street 
Aberdeen 

AB10 1AB 
 

Dear Sir/Madam,  

 
CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1982 

APPLICATION FOR A VARIATION OF A SECOND HAND DEALER LICENCE 
APPLICANT: CEX LTD. 46 UNION STREET, ABERDEEN, AB10 1BD 
CEX LTD (HEAD OFFICE) STERLING HOUSE, FULBORNE ROAD, LONDON, 

ENGLAND, E17 4EE 

 

I refer to the above application for the variation to a Second Hand Dealer Licence 
and intimate that, in terms of Section 3(1) of Schedule 1 of the Civic Government 
(Scotland) Act 1982, I make the following objection in relation to the application. 

 
The application has been processed by the Police Service of Scotland and routine 

checks were carried out which showed that CeX LTD has a Second Hand Dealer 
licence which was granted on 20 May 2022 and which is due to expire on 8 May 
2025.  

 
The variation requested consists of a request in terms of the Civic Government 

(Scotland) Act 1982 Section 25 (3) for the removal of the 48 hour requirement for 
which Section 1 of the same act requires that: 
 

“A second-hand dealer shall not dispose of any item of his stock-in-trade until the 
expiry of 48 hours (excluding any time on Saturdays or Sundays) after he 

acquired it.” 
 
It is the view of Police Scotland that this requirement is a safe guard for the 

prevention of the selling on of stolen property.  Should this requirement be 
removed and, if the Board are minded to grant the variation applied for, Police 

Scotland are of the opinion that this would set a precedent which other Second 
Hand Dealer licensed premises would be likely seek to replicate. 
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OFFICIAL 
 

 

OFFICIAL 

For this reason, and in terms of Section 25(3) of the Civic Government (Scotland) 
Act 1982, I object to the application for the purposes of the Preventing Crime and 

Disorder and Preventing Public Nuisance. 
 
This letter is submitted for your attention when considering this application. 

 
Yours faithfully 

 

Graeme Mackie 

Chief Superintendent 

For enquires please contact the Licensing Department on 01224 304154 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET  

3 MAY 2023 

 
TYPE OF APPLICATION: PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT LICENCE 

APPLICANT: Aberdeen City Council, Brimmond School  

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

Application must be determined by 19/05/2023 
 

DESCRIPTION  

Public Entertainment Licence  

 

CONSULTEES 

 Police Scotland 

 Building Standards  

 Environmental Health  

 Scottish Fire and Rescue Service  
 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS  

 Building Standards  

  

    GROUNDS FOR REFUSAL 

A licensing authority shall refuse an application to grant or renew a licence if, in 

their opinion— 

(a)the applicant or, where the applicant is not a natural person, any director of it or 

partner in it or any other person responsible for its management, is either— 

(i)for the time being disqualified from holding a licence, or 

(ii)not a fit and proper person to be the holder of the licence; 

(b)the activity to which it relates would be managed by or carried on for the benefit 

of a person, other than the applicant, who would be refused the grant or renewal of 

such a licence if he made the application himself; 

(c)where the licence applied for relates to an activity consisting of or including the 

use of premises or a vehicle or vessel, those premises are not or, as the case may 

be, that vehicle or vessel is not suitable or convenient for the conduct of the activity 

having regard to— 

(i)the location, character or condition of the premises or the character or condition 

of the vehicle or vessel; 
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(ii)the nature and extent of the proposed activity; 

(iii)the kind of persons likely to be in the premises, vehicle or vessel; 

(iv)the possibility of undue public nuisance; or 

(v)public order or public safety; or 

(d)there is other good reason for refusing the application; 

and otherwise shall grant the application. 
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From:  

Sent: 02 August 2022 11:54 

To: BSlicence <BSlicence@aberdeencity.gov.uk> 

Subject: FW: Application for Grant of Licence for Public Entertainment - Brimmond School 

 

Hello, 

 

I undertook the inspection of Brimmond School yesterday morning and noted the  below: 

There has been a fault registered with the fire alarm in the log book since 2019, I would advise this is 
rectified. 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET  

3 MAY 2022 

 
Exemption from Policy – Street Knowledge Test  

Applicant: - Kashif Iftikhar 

 

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

Mr Iftikhar is seeking an exemption from the Committee Policy that states that an 

applicant for a Taxi Driver or Private Hire Car Driver licence must pass the street 

knowledge test.  

The test aims to ensure that all taxi and private hire drivers have a knowledge of the 

city including the layout of its roads and the location of landmarks. 

Mr Iftikhar has previously sat the street knowledge test on 27/09/2022, 08/11/2022 
and 18/04/2023 but did not pass. 
 

It should be noted that on 27/09/2022 Mr Iftikhar offered a sum of money of £700-
£800 to the Enforcement Officer who was invigilating the test, to be passed and again 

on 08/11/2022 Mr Iftikhar again offered the same sum to the Civic Licensing 
Standards Officer who was invigilating that test, to be passed. 
 

Both offers were immediately refused. 
 

It should be further noted that Mr Iftikhars exam of 08/11/2022 was not marked as 
he was noted using his mobile phone to look up answers during the test. 
 

On the 27/09/20222 he failed all 4 sections and on 18/04/2023 he failed 3 sections 
(only passing road signs). 

 
The Committee has before it an email from Mr Iftikhar indicating the grounds under 

which he is seeking the exemption.  

Should the Committee be minded to grant the exemption Mr Iftikhar is aware that he 

will be required to submit an application for the Grant of a Taxi Driver or Private Hire 

Car Driver Licence as he is not currently the holder of such a licence. 

 

COMMITTEE GUIDELINES/POLICY 

Licensing Committee policy states that all applicants for a Taxi or Private Hire Car 
Driver licence must pass the street knowledge test prior to applying for the licence.  
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Subject:Re: Street Knowledge Test   

Dear  

Once again, I apologise for my mistake last time. It will never happen again, my first and last time 

ever doing that, and I regret it very much, and again, I apologise for my mistake I was going through a 

rough time then so please forgive me for my mistake. 

I was and still am in a difficult situation and I think this job is good for me I have lived in Aberdeen for 

15 years and have worked as a delivery driver I know my way around also a few years back the 

council gave out taxi licence where I got accepted but council took everybody's back after a few 

months. I can't work long hours at my current job as it is a lot of standing and quickly moving around 
so for me, this job is the best option I have to support my family. 

I have booked an appointment for the test but am still willing to talk to the committee and the 

reason why I made that mistake and my current situation if they don't accept me, I will continue with 

the test. 

So please set me up with the committee and share this email with them or I can send a new once if 

needed, and once again I apologise for my mistake also, I have a lot of appreciation to you thanks 
very much David for all the help you have given me 

 

Kind regards  

Sent from Outlook for Android 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET  

3 MAY 2023 

 
TYPE OF APPLICATION: Renewal of Street Trader Licence   

APPLICANT: Mohammad Tohidula Alam  

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

Application must be determined by 07/09/2023 
 

DESCRIPTION  

Renewal of Street Trader Licence  

Location:  Zones 1, 5 and 6  

Seaton Park  

The application was deferred at the Committee meeting held on 15 March 2023 to 

provide Mr Alam the opportunity to attend with some who can assist with answering 
the committee’s questions and to address the comments raised by Environmental 
Services.  

 

 

CONSULTEES 

 Police Scotland 

 Environmental Health  

 Environmental Services  
 

 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS  

 Environmental Services  
 

  

    GROUNDS FOR REFUSAL 

A licensing authority shall refuse an application to grant or renew a licence if, in 

their opinion— 

(a)the applicant or, where the applicant is not a natural person, any director of it or 

partner in it or any other person responsible for its management, is either— 

(i)for the time being disqualified from holding a licence, or 

(ii)not a fit and proper person to be the holder of the licence; 
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(b)the activity to which it relates would be managed by or carried on for the benefit 

of a person, other than the applicant, who would be refused the grant or renewal of 

such a licence if he made the application himself; 

(c)where the licence applied for relates to an activity consisting of or including the 

use of premises or a vehicle or vessel, those premises are not or, as the case may 

be, that vehicle or vessel is not suitable or convenient for the conduct of the activity 

having regard to— 

(i)the location, character or condition of the premises or the character or condition 

of the vehicle or vessel; 

(ii)the nature and extent of the proposed activity; 

(iii)the kind of persons likely to be in the premises, vehicle or vessel; 

(iv)the possibility of undue public nuisance; or 

(v)public order or public safety; or 

(d)there is other good reason for refusing the application; 

and otherwise shall grant the application. 
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I received complaints about this catering van at Seaton Park so I would not be supportive of seeing it 
back in the park. I have no comments to make regarding the other locations.  
 

The complaints were about pricing and not displaying the full costs of their goods (I had to ask 

Trading Standards to get involved). Their parking, blocking access etc. No effort to help with the 
litter that their business generates i.e., litter picks or bins on display.  

 
Regards 
Steven 
 
 

 

Steven Shaw | Environmental Manager 
Aberdeen City Council | Environmental Services | Operations & Protective Services  
Duthie Park Depot Office | Polmuir Avenue | Aberdeen | AB11 7TH 
Mobile: 07786976381 
www.aberdeencity.gov.uk | Twitter: @AberdeenCC | Facebook.com/Aberdeen  
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET  

3 MAY 2023 

 
STEVEN WILSON 

Taxi Licence T788 

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

Mr Wilson is seeking an exemption to the Committee Policy that states that any new 

grant application for a taxi must be for a Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle (WAV) and 

that only a WAV can ever be licensed on such a licence.  

The Committee has before it an email from Mr Wilson indicating the grounds under 

which he is seeking the exemption.  

Mr Wilson is currently a licence holder of a Taxi Vehicle Operator Licence T788. 

Mr Wilson advises that the reasons for seeking an exemption to the policy are 

financial and vehicle availability. 

Members may note that currently there is a 1-2 month wait for a new WAV, which 

costs only slightly more than a new saloon. 

In addition there is no requirement to licence a new vehicle, a WAV may be up to 10 

years old when first licensed. 

Should the Committee be minded to grant the exemption Mr Wilson is aware that he 

will be required to submit a substitution application for Taxi Licence T788. 

 

COMMITTEE GUIDELINES/POLICY 

Licensing Committee policy states that any new grant application for a Taxi Licence 
must be for a WAV vehicle. 
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After some consideration I would like to ask to be considered for exemption from the WAV policy.  
As I have been a taxi driver now for many years and have followed the WAV policy, and currently 
own a VW Sharan 2008 model unfortunately my circumstances have changed in the last few years, 
this is down to Covid causing financial stress and lack of business in the taxi trade during these times 
now I appreciate these times are now behind us (hopefully) but now the current financial crisis with 
cost of living, interest rates, etc is having a major impact on us individual drivers. As I have 
mentioned previously I currently have been a taxi driver for some years with only ever having a WAV 
and only ever doing three hires from the ranks and two of them not supposed to be my hires but 
other drivers refused to take them for some reason. My vehicle now has become of  an age that will 
not meet the LEZ next year when it comes into force. Now I appreciate this vehicle can still operate 
as a taxi but if it breaches the LEZ area a penalty charge will be occurred and as far as I can see from 
the Aberdeen City-council website the cost will be £60, now with this cost in mind this wouldn’t be 
possible to operate as a driver due to cost versus available work as if I don’t operate in the city 
centre then working outwith the LEZ wouldn’t be financially viable.  
This only leaving myself with one option in purchasing a new / second hand WAV now these range 
from approximately £18000 upwards and with suppliers aware of this and interest rates rising these 
are only going to get more expensive and unfortunately I can’t afford to purchase a vehicle at this 
price as the current living costs etc is having a major impact on my myself and family putting me into 
financial hardship.  
Now to purchase a new / second hand car this is a lot cheaper ranging from £12000 upwards and 
after working out monthly costs etc this option would be affordable and be complying with the LEZ 
policy. 
Also to take into consideration what will happen with electric vehicles coming in the future of the 
industry. 
Also since becoming a taxi driver I have been told all vehicles will be a WAV by a certain date but this 
keeps getting changed and pushed back further, while all the time I’ve been compliant to the rules.   
I also considered trying to put my plate in to retention while I try and source the funds to purchase a 
WAV but I’m understanding that this is possible but only for 28 days even tho the yearly fee was paid 
in full. 
I understand there are many drivers in this position but I have now exerted all avenues and I would 
be grateful if I could be considered to be exempt from the WAV policy so I may be in a position to 
purchase a vehicle to continue to operate a friendly and successful service to the public and keep 
myself from financial hardship. 
Otherwise I may be forced to leave the industry and seek other options once the LEZ comes into 
force. 
I would once again like to thank you for your time and consideration in this matter and look forward 
in hearing back from you 
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 ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL 

 
 

 
COMMITTEE Licensing Committee  
DATE 03 May 2023 
EXEMPT No 
CONFIDENTIAL No 
REPORT TITLE Taxi Fare Review 2023 
REPORT NUMBER COM/23/145 
DIRECTOR Gale Beattie 
CHIEF OFFICER Jenni Lawson 
REPORT AUTHOR Sandy Munro 
TERMS OF REFERENCE 16.3 

 

 

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 

1.1 To provide the Committee with evidence from the taxi fare tariff calculator that 

will allow it to reach an informed decision on any changes to be made to the 
current taxi fare tariff and comply with its duty to review taxi fares under section 

17 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982. 
 

2. RECOMMENDATION(S) 

 
That the Committee:- 

 
2.1 Approves either Option A or Option B detailed at section 3.4 of this report as 

the proposed scales to be advertised for the taxi fare review in terms of section 

17 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982; 
 

2.2 Instructs the Chief Officer-Governance to advertise the proposed scales agreed 
in a newspaper circulating in its area for at least one month together with the 
general effect of the proposed scales and the date when it is proposed that they 

will take effect; and 
 

2.3 Instructs the Chief Officer-Governance to submit a report to the Licensing 
Committee on 28 June 2023 on the outcome of the consultation on the proposed 
scales and seeking a final decision on the future taxi fare levels to be adopted 

from 31 July 2023. 
 

3. BACKGROUND 

 
3.1 Matters to Be Taken Into Account When Undertaking a Fare Review 

 
3.1.1 The Scottish Government’s Taxi and Private Hire Car Licensing:  Best Practice 

for Licensing Authorities issued April 2012 states that authorities are advised as 
best practice to pay regard to advice contained in paragraphs 2.34 - 2.37 of 
Scottish Development Department Circular 25/1986.  It states that, “in fixing 

fares, authorities will want to pay primary regard to the costs incurred by the 
trade, having regard to the capital costs (including interest payments) of the 

vehicles, the costs of maintaining and replacing them to a standard of the 
licensing authority, of employing drivers and the prevalent level of wages and 
costs in related road transport industries.  The public interest is best served by 

ensuring the maintenance of an adequate taxi service by giving the trade a fair 
return rather than depressing fares for social reasons, however 

understandable.” 
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3.2 Taxi Fare Formula 
 

3.2.1 A change index is used to calculate the percentage change in costs since the 

fares were last reviewed.  The index used is the outcome of advice received in 
April 2013 by the Committee from consultants engaged for that purpose and is 

based on two component parts: operating costs and average earnings. 
 

Change Index = Change Costs + Change Earnings. 

 
3.2.2 The formula assumes an average annual mileage of 31,621 miles, which is the 

figure arrived at after sampling 10% of the fleet.  It also assumes a vehicle life 
of five years.  At present, the fleet comprises 43% saloon cars and 57% 
wheelchair accessible vehicles.  The vehicle cost is based on the weighted 

average costs of the most common saloon car available to buy as new (Toyota 
Corolla Hybrid) and the most common Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle available 

to buy as new (Ford Journey).  Prices are based on the basic model for each.  
To calculate the annual cost, it is assumed that each have a lifecycle of five 
years.  Parts, tyres, labour and fuel costs are obtained from the annual table of 

running costs for diesel vehicles from the HPI Motoring cost website at 
https://www.hpi.co.uk/tco-check#product-tco. The HPI website is the best site to 

use for the calculation, due to it being a recognised financial data company and 
the ability to calculate up to date costs per typical model of private hire car.  The 
figures for earnings are obtained from the Office of national Statistics (ONS), 

Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings (ASHE) and use the UK annual mean 
earnings for full time employees. 

 
3.3 Index Cost Calculations 

 

3.3.1 The table below shows that using the above formula, most costs have increased 
since the last review took place on January 2022. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.2 However, the cost of living and inflation have had an impact on the figures this 

year.  The cost of fuel and service labour has increased greatly but this has 
been partly countered by the smaller rise in the Average National Wage.  
Therefore, the formula has calculated a increase in fares of 9.54%.   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Component of Index 
Annual 

Cost 2022 

Annual 

Cost 2023 

% Change 

2022-2023 

Vehicle Cost 5,100 5,447 6.81% 

Replacement Parts 919 1,006 9.47% 

Tyres 566 656 15.90% 

Service Labour 748 1,594 113.10% 

Fuel 4,041 4,882 20.81% 

Insurance 2,145 2,175 1.40% 

Miscellaneous 541 1,060 96.11% 

Total Operating Costs 14,060 16,820 19.63% 

Average National Earnings 45,708 48,672 6.48% 

National Insurance 246 246 0.00% 

Grand Total 60,014 65,738 9.54% 
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3.4 Options 

 
3.4.1 Option A: Agrees to increase the current basic tariff by 10%; (See Appendix 2)  

 
OR 

 
3.4.2 Option B: Agrees to increase the current basic tariff by 20% (to account for 

actual operating cost rise only); (see Appendix 3) 

 
3.4.3 The proposals received from the taxi trade are included at Appendix 4. It should 

be noted in these proposals the change to the basic tariff is variable depending 

on the length of journey as the starting distance and distance per fare change 
have been changed rather than the cost. 

 
3.4.4 It should also be noted that currently there is only one basic tariff in force, not 

three as stated by the trade. Where they state tariff 2 & 3, the changes are 

actually extras (as set out in the tariff card) and not separate tariffs. 
 

4. CONSULTATION 

 
4.1 Section 17 of The Act requires the licensing authority, when carrying out a fare 

review, to first consult with persons or organisations appearing to them to be 
representative of taxi operators in their area. The members of the Taxi and 

Private Hire Car Consultation Group were identified as persons who are 
representative of operators of taxis in the City and they were asked on 17 March 
2023 for their proposals.  

  
4.2 Once the Committee has undertaken the Consultation with the Representatives 

of Taxi Operators in their area, reviewed the scales and agreed on proposed 
new scales they require to carry out a formal public consultation on the 
proposals. Steps will also be taken to consult with current licence holders. 

Consultation will take place by press advertisement and will commence as soon 
as practicable following the Committee meeting on 03 May 2023. Responses 

will be invited to be made by 31/05/2023. The Council’s Corporate 
Communications team will be asked to issue a press release and details of the 
consultation will be made available on the licensing pages of the Council’s 

website. Social media will also promote this consultation. 
 

4.3 Following the consultation, it is proposed that a report summarising the 
responses received would be submitted to the Licensing Committee on 28 June 
2023.  At that time the Committee will be invited to make a final decision on any 

changes to the fare scales to be fixed on 31 July 2023. 
 
5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

5.1 The approval of the recommendations will require: 

 
5.1.1 All licence holders, members of the Taxi and Private Hire Car Consultation 

Group, the public and the Chief Constable, Police Scotland to be consulted and 
invited to attend a further special meeting of the Licensing Committee. 

 

5.1.2 After fixing the new scales, the licensing authority must give written notice to all 
taxi licence holders and the persons and organisations consulted during the 

review, setting out and explaining the effect to the scales fixed, the date they 
are to come into effect and their rights of appeal to the Traffic Commissioner. 

Page 53



 

5.1.3 Copies of the new Taxi Tariff Card to be produced and issued to all taxi and 
private hire licence holders to be displayed in their vehicles, approximately 
1,500 this will be funded from the Taxi licensing budget. 

 
5.1.4 Staff costs of the fare review will be contained within existing approved budgets. 

 
5.1.5 There will, therefore, be a financial cost to the Licensing Team, Governance in 

consultation advertisements, producing and issuing the above documentation. 

These costs will be met within existing taxi licensing budgets.  
 
6. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS  

 
6.1 In terms of Section 17 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 (“The Act”) 

the Council, as the licensing authority for taxis is obliged to regularly review and 
fix the scales for fares and surcharges so that they take effect within 18 months 

beginning with the date on which the previous scales came into effect.  The 
Local Authority last reviewed fares in January 2022 and the tariff and surcharges 
took effect on 30 April 2022.  Therefore, the review must be completed, and the 

scales fixed no later than 29 October 2023.  Unless a further review is requested 
by the Taxi Trade Representatives and agreed by members of the Licensing 

Committee. 
 
6.2 When reviewing fares and surcharges, the licensing authority may alter them or 

fix fares and other charges at the same rates.  In carrying out the review, the 
licensing authority must first consult with persons or organisations appearing to 

them to be, or to be representative of, the operators of taxis operating within 
their area. 

 

6.3 Following consultation, the Committee must review the existing scales and 
propose new scales in relation to fares and surcharges or propose to make no 

change to the scales.  Thereafter, the licensing authority must publish those 
proposed scales in a newspaper circulating in its area setting out the proposed 
scales, explaining the effect of the proposed scales, proposing a date on which 

the proposed scales are to come into effect, and allowing a period of at least 
one month for written representations on the proposals.  A further report is then 

brought before the Committee who consider any representations to the 
proposals before fixing the tariff and the date from which it is to take effect. 

 

6.4 Any person who operates a taxi in the area or any person or organisation 
appearing to the Traffic Commissioner to be a representative of such taxi 

operators can appeal against any decision the Local Authority makes in respect 
of fares and surcharges.  Any appeal is made to the Traffic Commissioner for 
the Scottish Traffic Area. An appeal to the Traffic Commissioner may be made 

within 14 days of notice being given by the licensing authority to taxi operators 
and representative taxi organisations of the agreed fare scales 

 
7.  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

7.1  There are no environmental implications from the report. 
 

 
 
 

8. MANAGEMENT OF RISK 
 

Category Risk Low (L) 
Medium (M)  

Mitigation 
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High (H) 

Strategic 

Risk 
There is no strategic 

risk to Aberdeen City 
Council arising from 

the recommendations 
in this report  

L  

Compliance There is a legal risk if 

Aberdeen City 
Council does not 
comply with 

legislation 

L To ensure that the 

Committee approve the fare 
review within the statutory 
time scales. 

Operational There is no 
operational risk to 

Aberdeen City 
Council arising from 
the recommendations 

in this report 

L  

Financial There is no financial 
risk to Aberdeen City 

Council arising from 
the recommendations 
in this report 

L  

Reputational As a licensing 

authority there would 
be a reputational risk 

to the Council if it 
failed to undertake its 
legal obligation and 

not carry out the 
review. 

L As this report is introducing 

the review for consultation 
within the statutory time 

period any risk is mitigated. 

Environment 

/ Climate 
There is no risk to the 

environment arising 
from the 

recommendations of 
this report 
 

L  

 

 
9.  OUTCOMES 

 
COUNCIL DELIVERY PLAN   

 

 Impact of Report 

Aberdeen City Council 

Policy Statement 

 

Not applicable 

 
Aberdeen City Local Outcome Improvement Plan 

Prosperous Economy 

Stretch Outcomes 

Not applicable 

Prosperous People Stretch 
Outcomes 

Not applicable   
 

 

Prosperous Place Stretch 
Outcomes 

Not applicable  
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Regional and City 
Strategies 

 

 
Not applicable  

 

UK and Scottish 
Legislative and Policy 

Programmes 

 

The report sets out the procedure to review Taxi 
fares as per S17 of the Civic Government (Scotland) 

Act 1982 

 
10. IMPACT ASSESSMENTS 
 

Assessment Outcome 
 

Impact Assessment 

 
Full impact assessment not required  

 
Data Protection Impact 

Assessment 
 not required 

 

 
10. APPENDICES  

 

10.1 Appendix 1 - Current Taxi Fare Tariff 
10.2 Appendix 2 - Proposed Taxi Fare Tariff (10%) 

10.3 Appendix 3 - Proposed Taxi Fare Tariff (20%) 
10.4 Appendix 4 - Trade Fare Review Submissions 

 
11. REPORT AUTHOR CONTACT DETAILS 

 
Name Sandy Munro 
Title Solicitor 

Email Address AleMunro@aberdeencity.gov.uk 
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NOTICE TO BE PROMINENTLY DISPLAYED IN VEHICLE 

CITY OF ABERDEEN LICENSING OF TAXIS AND PRIVATE HIRE CARS 

MAXIMUM CHARGES APPLICABLE TO HIRE OF TAXIS AND PRIVATE HIRE CARS FITTED WITH TAXI METERS 

– WITH EFFECT FROM 30 APRIL 2022  

Basic Tariff 

(A)  For the FIRST 940 yards                £2.60 

(B)  For every additional 160 yards (Time Locked in Meter)            £0.20 
Extras 

(A)  Waiting 

A sum calculated at the rate of £24.60 per hour. 

(B) Surcharges 

(NB:  Surcharges 1 to 7 and 9 to 10 apply to all taxis and private hire cars fitted with a meter). 

 

(1)  For each hiring between 10pm on Mondays to Thursdays inclusive and 8am the following day. (Time Locked in Meter)  £1.00 

(2) For each hiring between 10pm on Friday and 8am on the following Monday. (Time Locked in Meter)    £1.00 

(3) For each hiring between 2am and 5am on Saturday and Sunday mornings. (Time Locked in Meter)     £2.00 

(4)  For each hiring pre-booked.               £1.00 

(5)  For each hiring on the Spring, May Day, Midsummer and Autumn holidays and Queens Jubilee as follows:-    £1.00 

Spring - Monday following third Sunday in April (if such Monday falls within the week in which Good Friday falls, 

then the following Monday) 

Mayday - first Monday in May; Midsummer-second Monday in July; Autumn - fourth Monday in September; 

Queens Jubilee - Friday 03/06/2022 only 

 

(6)   For each hiring between 10pm on 24 December and 5am on 27 December and between 10pm on 31 December and 5am 

on 3 January. (Time Locked in Meter)            Add 50% to basic tariff 

(7)  Airport Fees – Any current charge levied by Aberdeen International Airport in relation to dropping off or picking up passengers. 

(Passengers must be made aware that additional charges may be incurred in advance)       

 

(8)  For each hiring commencing at Aberdeen Railway Station (Railway Taxis Only)       £0.50 

(9)  A charge of £50 per incident of fouling a taxi. 

 

(10)  Where more than four passengers carried.            Add 50% to basic tariff plus 

Surcharges (excluding 

surcharges 4,7 and 8) 
Chief Officer- Governance 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

1. The Council is required to set a maximum amount that can be charged for journeys in Taxis and Private Hire Cars fitted with Taximeters which 

it licences. Fares are reviewed at regular intervals to take into account of the operational costs of the vehicle and the driver’s time, to allow the 

operator to make a reasonable return and to encourage the operation of taxis. Comparisons are made with taxi fares in other areas of the UK. There 

is opportunity for the public and trade to participate in the setting on the levels of fares proposed and taxi operators have the right to appeal against 

the Tariff set down by the Council before it comes into operation. 

 

2. Please note that a taxi driver is not required to take you on a journey ending outside the city boundary. Typical Destinations in the City – 

Aberdeen Airport, Bridge of Don, Cove, Dyce, Kingswells and Peterculter. Outwith the City – Banchory, Blackburn, Ellon, Kemnay, Kintore, Inverurie, 

Oldmeldrum, Portlethen, Stonehaven and Westhill. If the driver does agree to take you outwith the city, these maximum fares do not apply and it is up to 

you to reach agreement with the driver as to the fare. You should do this before you start. 

 

3. If you have booked a taxi to arrive at a particular time and keep it waiting, the driver can start the meter running once he has made his presence known to 

you and you can be charged at the maximum Waiting Time Rate shown on the Tariff. 

 

4. The taximeter contains an electronic clock and calendar and calculates the correct fare based on the date, time of day and distance travelled. If the 

vehicle’s speed falls below a predetermined speed, the taximeter will automatically switch over from calculating the fare based on the distance 

travelled to a calculation based on the time spent in the vehicle. You will be able to see the fare mounting up on the taxi meter as the vehicle goes 

along. 

 

5. The driver is required to take you to your destination by the shortest practicable route. 

 

6. The maximum fare you are required to pay is the sum calculated in accordance with the Tariff overleaf. 

 

7. Please note that - (1) The fare payable may differ for the same journey on different days if the taxi has been held up in traffic and (2) a very short 

journey may be relatively expensive, due to the way the meter works. The fare will also vary depending on whether the trip was during the evening, 

early Saturday or Sunday morning or during certain public holidays. 

 

8. If you are asked to pay VAT on the fare, please ask for a proper VAT receipt. 

 

9. It is up to you to decide whether you wish to give the driver a Tip. 

 

10. It is a criminal offence for you to take a taxi journey without having the money to pay for it. 
 

Website: For explanatory notes about the tariff & other taxi/private hire car information see aberdeencity.gov.uk. 

Complaints: Any complaints should be made to the Licensing Department by telephoning 01224 522879 or 522878 or by email to licensing@aberdeencity.gov.uk. 

Complaints can also be made to any police station or on the non-emergency police number 101. The licence number of the vehicle or its driver and the name of the 

company should be quoted. 
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NOTICE TO BE PROMINENTLY DISPLAYED IN VEHICLE 

CITY OF ABERDEEN LICENSING OF TAXIS AND PRIVATE HIRE CARS 
MAXIMUM CHARGES APPLICABLE TO HIRE OF TAXIS AND PRIVATE HIRE CARS FITTED WITH TAXI METERS 

– WITH EFFECT FROM 31 JULY 2023  
Basic Tariff 

(A)  For the FIRST 940 yards                £2.86 
(B)  For every additional 160 yards (Time Locked in Meter)            £0.22 
Extras 
(A)  Waiting 

A sum calculated at the rate of £27.00 per hour. 
(B) Surcharges 

(NB:  Surcharges 1 to 7 and 9 to 10 apply to all taxis and private hire cars fitted with a meter). 

 
(1)  For each hiring between 10pm on Mondays to Thursdays inclusive and 8am the following day. (Time Locked in Meter)  £1.00 
(2) For each hiring between 10pm on Friday and 8am on the following Monday. (Time Locked in Meter)    £1.00 
(3) For each hiring between 2am and 5am on Saturday and Sunday mornings. (Time Locked in Meter)     £2.00 
(4)  For each hiring pre-booked.               £1.00 
(5)  For each hiring on the Spring, May Day, Midsummer and Autumn holidays as follows:-       £1.00 

Spring - Monday following third Sunday in April (if such Monday falls within the week in which Good Friday falls, 
then the following Monday) 
Mayday - first Monday in May; Midsummer-second Monday in July; Autumn - fourth Monday in September; 

 
(6)   For each hiring between 10pm on 24 December and 5am on 27 December and between 10pm on 31 December and 5am 

on 3 January. (Time Locked in Meter)            Add 50% to basic tariff 

(7)  Airport Fees – Any current charge levied by Aberdeen International Airport in relation to dropping off or picking up passengers. 
(Passengers must be made aware that additional charges may be incurred in advance)       

 
(8)  For each hiring commencing at Aberdeen Railway Station (Railway Taxis Only)       £0.50 

(9)  A charge of £50 per incident of fouling a taxi. 
 
(10)  Where more than four passengers carried.            Add 50% to basic tariff plus 

Surcharges (excluding 
surcharges 4,7 and 8) 

Chief Officer- Governance 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

1. The Council is required to set a maximum amount that can be charged for journeys in Taxis and Private Hire Cars fitted with Taximeters which 
it licences. Fares are reviewed at regular intervals to take into account of the operational costs of the vehicle and the driver’s time, to allow the 
operator to make a reasonable return and to encourage the operation of taxis. Comparisons are made with taxi fares in other areas of the UK. There 
is opportunity for the public and trade to participate in the setting on the levels of fares proposed and taxi operators have the right to appeal against 
the Tariff set down by the Council before it comes into operation. 
 
2. Please note that a taxi driver is not required to take you on a journey ending outside the city boundary. Typical Destinations in the City – 
Aberdeen Airport, Bridge of Don, Cove, Dyce, Kingswells and Peterculter. Outwith the City – Banchory, Blackburn, Ellon, Kemnay, Kintore, Inverurie, Oldmeldrum, 

Portlethen, Stonehaven and Westhill. If the driver does agree to take you outwith the city, these maximum fares do not apply and it is up to you to reach agreement 
with the driver as to the fare. You should do this before you start. 
 
3. If you have booked a taxi to arrive at a particular time and keep it waiting, the driver can start the meter running once he has made his presence known to you and 
you can be charged at the maximum Waiting Time Rate shown on the Tariff. 
 
4. The taximeter contains an electronic clock and calendar and calculates the correct fare based on the date, time of day and distance travelled. If the vehicle’s speed 
falls below a predetermined speed, the taximeter will automatically switch over from calculating the fare based on the distance 
travelled to a calculation based on the time spent in the vehicle. You will be able to see the fare mounting up on the taxi meter as the vehicle goes 
along. 
 
5. The driver is required to take you to your destination by the shortest practicable route. 
 
6. The maximum fare you are required to pay is the sum calculated in accordance with the Tariff overleaf. 
 
7. Please note that - (1) The fare payable may differ for the same journey on different days if the taxi has been held up in traffic and (2) a very short 
journey may be relatively expensive, due to the way the meter works. The fare will also vary depending on whether the trip was during the evening, 
early Saturday or Sunday morning or during certain public holidays. 
 
8. If you are asked to pay VAT on the fare, please ask for a proper VAT receipt. 
 
9. It is up to you to decide whether you wish to give the driver a Tip. 

 
10. It is a criminal offence for you to take a taxi journey without having the money to pay for it. 
 

Website: For explanatory notes about the tariff & other taxi/private hire car information see aberdeencity.gov.uk. 
Complaints: Any complaints should be made to the Licensing Department by telephoning 01224 522879 or 522878 or by email to licensing@aberdeencity.gov.uk. Complaints can 
also be made to any police station or on the non-emergency police number 101. The licence number of the vehicle or its driver and the name of the company should be quoted.  
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NOTICE TO BE PROMINENTLY DISPLAYED IN VEHICLE 

CITY OF ABERDEEN LICENSING OF TAXIS AND PRIVATE HIRE CARS 
MAXIMUM CHARGES APPLICABLE TO HIRE OF TAXIS AND PRIVATE HIRE CARS FITTED WITH TAXI METERS 

– WITH EFFECT FROM 31 JULY 2023  
Basic Tariff 

(A)  For the FIRST 940 yards                £3.12 
(B)  For every additional 160 yards (Time Locked in Meter)            £0.24 
Extras 
(A)  Waiting 

A sum calculated at the rate of £29.40 per hour. 
(B) Surcharges 

(NB:  Surcharges 1 to 7 and 9 to 10 apply to all taxis and private hire cars fitted with a meter). 

 
(1)  For each hiring between 10pm on Mondays to Thursdays inclusive and 8am the following day. (Time Locked in Meter)  £1.00 
(2) For each hiring between 10pm on Friday and 8am on the following Monday. (Time Locked in Meter)    £1.00 
(3) For each hiring between 2am and 5am on Saturday and Sunday mornings. (Time Locked in Meter)     £2.00 
(4)  For each hiring pre-booked.               £1.00 
(5)  For each hiring on the Spring, May Day, Midsummer and Autumn holidays as follows:-       £1.00 

Spring - Monday following third Sunday in April (if such Monday falls within the week in which Good Friday falls, 
then the following Monday) 
Mayday - first Monday in May; Midsummer-second Monday in July; Autumn - fourth Monday in September; 

 
(6)   For each hiring between 10pm on 24 December and 5am on 27 December and between 10pm on 31 December and 5am 

on 3 January. (Time Locked in Meter)            Add 50% to basic tariff 

(7)  Airport Fees – Any current charge levied by Aberdeen International Airport in relation to dropping off or picking up passengers. 
(Passengers must be made aware that additional charges may be incurred in advance)       

 
(8)  For each hiring commencing at Aberdeen Railway Station (Railway Taxis Only)       £0.50 

(9)  A charge of £50 per incident of fouling a taxi. 
 
(10)  Where more than four passengers carried.            Add 50% to basic tariff plus 

Surcharges (excluding 
surcharges 4,7 and 8) 

Chief Officer- Governance 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

1. The Council is required to set a maximum amount that can be charged for journeys in Taxis and Private Hire Cars fitted with Taximeters which 
it licences. Fares are reviewed at regular intervals to take into account of the operational costs of the vehicle and the driver’s time, to allow the 
operator to make a reasonable return and to encourage the operation of taxis. Comparisons are made with taxi fares in other areas of the UK. There 
is opportunity for the public and trade to participate in the setting on the levels of fares proposed and taxi operators have the right to appeal against 
the Tariff set down by the Council before it comes into operation. 
 
2. Please note that a taxi driver is not required to take you on a journey ending outside the city boundary. Typical Destinations in the City – 
Aberdeen Airport, Bridge of Don, Cove, Dyce, Kingswells and Peterculter. Outwith the City – Banchory, Blackburn, Ellon, Kemnay, Kintore, Inverurie, Oldmeldrum, 

Portlethen, Stonehaven and Westhill. If the driver does agree to take you outwith the city, these maximum fares do not apply and it is up to you to reach agreement 
with the driver as to the fare. You should do this before you start. 
 
3. If you have booked a taxi to arrive at a particular time and keep it waiting, the driver can start the meter running once he has made his presence known to you and 
you can be charged at the maximum Waiting Time Rate shown on the Tariff. 
 
4. The taximeter contains an electronic clock and calendar and calculates the correct fare based on the date, time of day and distance travelled. If the vehicle’s speed 
falls below a predetermined speed, the taximeter will automatically switch over from calculating the fare based on the distance 
travelled to a calculation based on the time spent in the vehicle. You will be able to see the fare mounting up on the taxi meter as the vehicle goes 
along. 
 
5. The driver is required to take you to your destination by the shortest practicable route. 
 
6. The maximum fare you are required to pay is the sum calculated in accordance with the Tariff overleaf. 
 
7. Please note that - (1) The fare payable may differ for the same journey on different days if the taxi has been held up in traffic and (2) a very short 
journey may be relatively expensive, due to the way the meter works. The fare will also vary depending on whether the trip was during the evening, 
early Saturday or Sunday morning or during certain public holidays. 
 
8. If you are asked to pay VAT on the fare, please ask for a proper VAT receipt. 
 
9. It is up to you to decide whether you wish to give the driver a Tip. 

 
10. It is a criminal offence for you to take a taxi journey without having the money to pay for it. 
 

Website: For explanatory notes about the tariff & other taxi/private hire car information see aberdeencity.gov.uk. 
Complaints: Any complaints should be made to the Licensing Department by telephoning 01224 522879 or 522878 or by email to licensing@aberdeencity.gov.uk. Complaints can 
also be made to any police station or on the non-emergency police number 101. The licence number of the vehicle or its driver and the name of the company should be quoted.  
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